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The Accidental Artist

By DIANE TAYLOR
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Mark Nielsen is one of those rare
individuals who always knew what he
wanted to do. And even though he moved
to Corinth, Vt., from Boston, Mass.,
specifically to devote more time to
painting watercolors, he never intended
to become an artist. Nielsen wanted to be
an architect.

“I was always making model houses
out of cardboard and cellophane for the
windows,” Nielsen recalls.“When my par-
ents told me I could actually make a living
doing this, from that day forward, [ never
seriously considered anything else.”

Nielsen owes his first commis-
sioned piece, so to speak, to the Unitarian
Universalist church in Concord, Mass.
His Sunday school teacher was working
on a multicultural lesson and asked all
the children to create a model home from
another culture.

“I made a stone hacienda from Mexico,”
Nielsen says.“It was my first real house.”

As a senior in high school, Nielsen
spent a summer working at an architectur-
al firm in Boston and his boss consistently
attempted to talk him out of pursuing his
dream.T drove to and from work with
this man every day, so we had a lot of time
together, and he really wanted to open
my eyes to what architecture is,” Nielsen

says.“After all the bad stuff he told me, he
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figured if T still chose to be an architect, it
was my own mistake.”

Nielsen went on to earn a degree in
architecture from Carnegie Mellon Uni-

versity, completing the five-year program
in just four years. After college, he settled
in the Boston area, working for Payette
Associates, where Nielsen designed hos-
pitals for seven years.

“Iloved it,” Nielsen says.”Hospitals
are very complex puzzles. And I really
enjoyed the professional people I worked
with on those projects — the nurses and
doctors and lab technicians. I liked work-
ing with them to create the best design for
their particular needs.”

Nielsen eventually ventured out with
a partner to establish his own architec-
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